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Arts & Culture in Central Alberta

Central Alberta has a genuinely active arts scene, anchored by Red Deer's museums, galleries, and
performing arts venues. This guide covers where to experience local art, history, and performance across the
region.

1. Red Deer Museum + Art Gallery (MAG)

Founded in the early 1970s, the Red Deer Museum + Art Gallery houses tens of thousands of artifacts,
including an extensive textile and clothing collection and First Nations and Inuit art. Its permanent exhibit,
"Remarkable Red Deer," traces the city's history, alongside rotating local and international exhibitions.
Admission is donation-based.

2. Galleries and Public Art

The Viewpoint Gallery and Corridor Community Gallery, both hosted by the City of Red Deer, showcase
original works from local artists and curators.

The Red Deer Arts Council operates a community gallery in the historic Imperial Block downtown,
supporting artists across visual, literary, and performing arts disciplines.

* The Marjorie Wood Gallery, located inside the Kerry Wood Nature Centre, focuses on Alberta artists
connected to the natural world.

Red Deer's Public Art Collection includes over 120 works across the city - murals, sculptures, and a
notable collection of life-sized bronze "ghost" sculptures of historical figures scattered through downtown.

3. Performing Arts

Central Alberta Theatre (CAT), a long-running community theatre company, performs at the Memorial
Centre.

° The Scott Block downtown houses a black box theatre and the Centennial Stage, home to groups including
Bull Skit, Tree House Youth Theatre, Prime Stock Theatre, and Ignition Theatre.

* Red Deer Polytechnic's Arts Centre hosts live theatre and other performances connected to the institution's
arts programming.

4. Recurring Events for Art Lovers

Don't Miss

First Fridays Red Deer - a free monthly evening art walk on the first Friday of each month, with
gallery openings and live music across downtown.

Open Studio Days - an annual event coordinated by the Red Deer Arts Council where local
artists open their studios to the public.
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5. Getting Involved as an Artist or Patron

The Red Deer Arts Council supports artists across disciplines and is a good first stop for anyone looking to
get involved, whether as a practicing artist, volunteer, or simply someone wanting to stay connected to the
local scene. Many venues also offer visual arts classes for beginners and hobbyists.

6. Frequently Asked Questions

Common Questions

Is admission to the Red Deer Museum + Art Gallery free? Yes - admission is donation-based,
making it accessible to visit regularly.

How can | display or sell my own art locally? Contact the Red Deer Arts Council about gallery
opportunities, and consider participating in First Fridays or Open Studio Days to build visibility.

Are there arts opportunities for children? Yes - many venues, including the Museum + Art
Gallery and local recreation centres, offer youth-focused arts classes and camps.

7. Arts & Culture Beyond Red Deer

* Lacombe's well-preserved historic downtown itself functions as a kind of living heritage site, with heritage
buildings and local markets.

* Smaller communities across the region often host their own local art shows, craft fairs, and cultural events
- check municipal websites for current listings.

* Olds College hosts events and exhibitions connected to its agricultural and applied arts programming.

8. Supporting Local Artists

° Purchase work directly from local galleries and artist markets rather than only large retailers, when possible.

* Attend ticketed performances at community theatres, since ticket sales directly support these
volunteer-driven organizations.

* Follow local arts organizations on social media to stay informed and share their work within your own
network.

Arts & Culture Checklist

0  Visited the Red Deer Museum + Art Gallery
O Explored at least one local gallery or the downtown public art collection
0O  Checked upcoming performances at Central Alberta Theatre or the Scott Block

O Marked First Fridays on your calendar
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O Connected with the Red Deer Arts Council if you're an artist or want to get involved

Discover More With Work Central AB

See our Local Events guide for a broader calendar of what's happening across the region. Visit
workcentralab.ca/resources.
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